U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wester n Washington

Hydropower Planning

m  Elwha Dam

m  Culvert project on Little Tahuya Creek

Craig Hansen, Division Manager
Western Washington FWO

510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102
Lacey, WA 98503

Phone: 360-534-9330

Fax: 360-753-9518

E-mail:
craig_a_hansen@fws.gov

Background

The Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) worksto protect fish and
wildlife resources as develop-
ment occurs along our rivers,
streams, lakes, marinewatersand
wetlands. We are authorized to
serve in an advisory capacity on
water development projects by
the Fish and Wildlife Coordina-
tion Act as amended in 1958.
Thisact requiresall federal agen-
cies, including FERC, involvedin
construction, funding, permitting or
licensing water development
projectsto consult with and seek
advicefromtheFishandWildlife
Serviceto avoid and mitigateim-
pactstofishandwildlifeand their
habitat.

Hydropower planning work isgen-
erated by the Federd Energy Regu-
latory Commission’s hydropower
licensing program, and highway
construction and maintenance
projects approved by or funded by
the Federal HighwayAdministra-
tion.

Who WeAre

We are a team of fish and wild-
life biologistswho haveinterdis-
ciplinary knowledge about
stream, wetland and nearshore
ecology, fish and wildlife biol-
ogy, and the impacts of water
development onfishand wildlife
and their habitats.

Who we serve

= Private citizens

= Stateandlocd
governments

» Other federal agencies

= Tribes

= Hydrodectric power
producers
= Public interest groups

What We Do

We gather information about fish
and wildlife and their habitats,
wereview studiesand project de-
signs, we assess potential im-
pacts to resources, and we rec-
ommend measures to avoid,
minimize and compensate for
those impacts. We work closely
with developers, utilities, repre-
sentatives of federal, state and
local agencies, Indiantribes, non-
governmental groups, and private
citizens, from the early concep-
tion and planning stagesthrough
construction and into operation
of the project.

Hydropower Licensing
Hydropower projects in Wash-
ington State have had enormous
impacts on fish and wildlife re-
sources. They block fish from
spawning and rearing habitat, kill
fish passing through turbines,
destroy stream habitat by reduc-
ing flowsor affecting the quality
of water in our rivers, and flood
important wildlife habitat along
streams and river bottoms.

The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) licenses
hydropower projects for periods
of 30 to 50 years. At the end of
thelicenseterms, project owners
must gpply for anew licenseto con-
tinue operating the project. At that
re-licensing point, the FWSisau-
thorized by the Federal Power Act
and the Fish andWildlife Coordi-
nation Act to recommend and in



someinstances, require changesto
the project or itsoperation to im-
prove conditionsfor fish and wild-
life.

Participation by theWesternWash-
ington Fish & WildlifeOfficeinre-
licensing actionshas contributed to
agreementsthat have, or will inthe
future, greatly improved habitat con-
ditionsfor wildlifeand anadromous
and resident fish. On the Skagit,
Cowlitz, and Nisgualy Rivers, utili-
ties and agencies have agreed to
improveflows, providefish pas-
sage, restorehabitat conditions, and
manage landsfor wildlife. Three
old, largehydroel ectric dams, two
ontheElwhaRiver and oneonthe
White Salmon River, will be re-
moved and the rivers restored
withinthenear future.
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